
Congratulations 

Fusion  

10 years 

Sexuality (LGBTQ+) Development 

& Support Group 

FUSION FOSTERING 

Suite 45 

Hilton Hall Business Centre 

Hilton Lane 

Wolverhampton 

WV11 2BQ 

Tel:  01902 539340 

As part of Fusion Fostering’s ongoing commitment to 

supporting foster carers with their professional 

development and in recognition that a number of 

foster carers have experienced some difficulties and 

challenges with young people in their care in relation 

to sexuality and issues of equality and diversity, Mark 

Sloman, director of Aspire Social Work Services, was 

asked to facilitate a monthly support and 

development session to provide an open forum for 

reflection, discussion, learning and development. 

Attendance at this group is voluntary and takes place 

virtually via Microsoft Teams. We welcome any foster 

carer whether they are fostering individually or with a 

partner and would love to spread the word to all who 

may be interested, so please feel free to share this 

leaflet with anyone you think may be keen to attend. 

If you would like to attend, email 

kcroom@fusionfoostering.co.uk  

and register your place 

Midlands Newsletter 

Training and Support Groups 

07 March 

11 April 

09 May 

13 June 

11 July 

12 September 

10 October 

14 November 

12 December 

Lou Goddard (Registered Manager) 
Kate Hall (Deputy RM) 
Jo Lawley (Snr SW) 
Ruby Thomas (Snr SW) 
Tony Kalirai (Snr SW) 
Natasha Testo (SSW) 
Michaela Daly (SSW) 
Dominique Laffan (Admin Supervisor) 
Rachel Jones (Regional Admin) 
Emily Blakeley (Regional Admin) 

tel:01902%20539340
mailto:kcroom@fusionfoostering.co.uk


 
 

 

 

 

 

MARCH 2022 
Date/Time  

  
Course  Venue Trainer/Facilitator Course Type 

Tuesday 01.03.22 
10.00am – 11.30am 

** P&C carers only** 

Parent & Child (P&C) & 
Development Forum 

Virtual Mark Sloman - ASPIRE Specialist 

Monday 07.03.22 
1.00pm – 2.00pm 

Support Group for LGBTQ+ 
Community 

Virtual Mark Sloman – ASPIRE Developmental 

 

APRIL 2022 
Date/Time  

  
Course  Venue Trainer/Facilitator Course Type 

Tuesday 05.04.22 
10.00am – 11.30am 

** P&C carers only** 

Parent & Child (P&C) 
Training Development 

Forum 

Virtual Training Mark Sloman - ASPIRE Specialist 

Wednesday 06.04.22 
9.30am – 4.30pm 

 

Paediatric First Aid Molineux Stadium 
Wolverhampton 

First Response Mandatory 

Thursday 07.04.22 
10.30am – 2.30pm 

Attachment  Virtual Training  Jo Lawley 
Natasha Testo 

Mandatory 

Thursday 7th April 
9.30am – 4.30pm 

Paediatric First Aid Holiday Inn  
South Normanton  

First Response Mandatory 

Monday 11.04.22 
1.00pm – 2.00pm 

Support Group for LGBTQ+ 
Community 

Virtual Training Mark Sloman – ASPIRE Developmental 

Wednesday 16.03.22 
 

Foster Carer Support Group Virtual TBC Support Group 

Wednesday 27.04.22 
10.30am – 12.30pm  

Internet Safety  Holiday Inn Express 
Tamworth, B79 7ND 

TBC Mandatory  

 

  

FEEDBACK FROM PARTICIPANTS 
Parent & Child Foster Care Training held 16 November 2021 – 21 January 2022  
 
Facilitator, Mark Sloman received very positive feedback from attendees. 
 

• ‘Mark is an excellent educator and facilitator, very inclusive’.  
• ‘I really enjoyed each of the six modules, they all had something different, I miss our Friday morning catch ups!’  
• This was some of the best learning I have had since I started fostering. It has really confirmed that we want to be 

parent and child carers.’ 
 

Talk to your Social Worker if you are interested in attending this forum 

PARENT AND CHILD TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT FORUM 
 

As part of Fusion Fostering’s ongoing commitment to the training, development and support 
needs of parent and child foster carers, Mark Sloman, director of Aspire Social Work Services 
is facilitating a monthly online forum. This is an open platform for discussion, and we would 
love to invite you to attend. Within these meetings the underpinning philosophy of the group 
is one of mutual support and learning, attendees can freely share ideas and thoughts in a like-
minded space. This group will be held online via Microsoft Teams and is open to anyone 
involved in parent and child placements.  

Training Calendar 
 

Booking 
Sessions run from 1000-1130hrs on the 

first Tuesday each month. 

 

If you would like to attend, email 

laurensoley@aspiresocialwork.co.uk 

2022 DATES 

01 March,  05 April,  03 May,  07 June,  

05 July,  02 August,  06 September,  04 

October,  01 November,  06 December 

Bookings 
If you would like to attend courses below, email Emily at  eblakeley@fusionfostering.co.uk  

 

mailto:laurensoley@aspiresocialwork.co.uk
mailto:eblakeley@fusionfostering.co.uk


 
 

 

We are on a mission and we need you to join us as a Fusion Carer Ambassador 

We are looking for a group of carers from each of our regions to be the voices for all carers, and  

children in your area. Two carers from each region would be ideal.  

 

Why you may ask?  

We love hearing our foster carers’ voices and we value what you have to say. We want to hear your views, to demonstrate 

that we listen and we DO what we say.  

 

We cannot do this without our foster carers, you will need to be able to regularly attend virtual meetings with other 

Ambassadors and fusion staff, to become part of Fusion’s continuing development plan for everyone. 

You will be rewarded for your time and commitment. 

 

For more information email: social@fusionfostering.co.uk or call: Jo 07435 781696 or Kim 07796 453354   

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

“Do you know any approved foster carers?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In other news… 

Refer a Friend 

mailto:social@fusionfostering.co.uk
http://www.fusionfostering.com/
mailto:social@fusionfostering.co.uk
mailto:social@fusionfostering.co.uk


 
 

 

Hi Everyone, 

 

As we grow as an organization, it remains important to us to retain that family feel and that everyone in Fusion 

Fostering is heard, and has a voice in the developments of our fostering service.  Therefore, over the next 3-months I have 

arranged to attend both the National Fusion Carers Support Group and Regional Carer Support Groups to allow me to 

meet and introduce myself to as many of you as possible, and, in doing so, offer you a direct line of communication with 

me as Fusion’s Deputy Operarions Director. 

 

I very much look forward to meeting with you and listening to how things are feeling for you, and I would welcome any 

constructive feedback and questions you may have for any of the developments and plans going forward. 

 

Kind regards, 

Billie 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A message from Billie Billington… 

 

Ofsted COVID-19 Advice 
 
Dear all, 
 
Today the Department for Education has decided that 
childcare providers no longer need to notify Ofsted of cases of 
COVID-19. 
 
To ensure consistency in our approach across the remits that 
Ofsted regulates, we will no longer require children’s homes 
and fostering agencies to notify Ofsted if there has been a 
case or cases of COVID-19, either for children or foster carers. 
 
You should still continue to notify us about other incidents that 
the regulations for your type of service require you to tell us 
about. 
 
We hope this comes as a welcome change. 
 
Regards, 
Ofsted Social Care 

 

 

National Carers Forum  
14 March 2022 
1230 -1430hrs 

Your invitation   
 
This is your opportunity to meet other carers,  share your stories in a 
confidential and safe  space. We encourage all carers, no matter how 
long you have been on your fostering journey, to join us as often as 
you can. 
 
This month we welcome Rachel Wardell from the ADM Team 
  
2022 is very exciting, as we celebrate our 10th Anniversary. With lots 
planned we’ll be encouraging you all to get involved. 
 
Your National Carers Forum usually takes place the second Monday of 
each month.  Details to join will be sent to you.   
  
For this webinar we need your RSVP to make sure  you get the invite 
link sent to you. 
 
Please email jheagarty@fusionfostering.co.uk  
 
For more information, contact: 
Jo  07435 781696 
Kim  07796453354  
email  social@fusionfostering.co.uk  

And finally… 

 

Easter Event 

 

Keep an eye on your inbox for details of our 

children’s fun mini first aid course, in April 2022 

(As seen on The Dragon’s Den) 

 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fchildcare-providers-no-longer-required-to-tell-ofsted-about-confirmed-covid-19-cases&data=04%7C01%7Cdlaffan%40fusionfostering.co.uk%7C90a834c5e50a4784f6a808d9f55c2092%7C12bdff53cac242449bf7c38400e90d33%7C0%7C0%7C637810598304308025%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Wa0m4jYTNFgwZ5Yc40AfThNx6Gh7Pnww%2B4JKd4w%2BhnU%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jheagarty@fusionfostering.co.uk
mailto:social@fusionfostering.co.uk

