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Come on Spring! 
 

I’m not sure about you but I am certainly looking forward to waving 
goodbye to the cold weather, watching the flowers grow and looking 

to some warmer weather! 
 

Goodbye and Thank You Helen… 
 

Helen Green has decided to retire at the end of the month. I want 
to say a big thank you for everything that Helen has done over 
the past few years and wish her all the best in her retirement! 

She’s always welcome back for a cup of tea (But only if she brings 
her home baked cakes…!) 

 
 

Welcome 
 

There are two new members of staff joining our team – 
Lissie Broom – Administrator 

Kelly Saunders – Supervising Social Worker 
I want to offer them a warm welcome! 

 

 
We just wanted to say thank you… 

 

As a way of saying a massive thank you for your hard work 
and on-going commitment, Fusion has decided to introduce a 

‘Recognition of service’ scheme that rewards you. 
  

This will be done in line with your annual review and will 
cover the period from when you started fostering.  

There will be further information coming out as to the 
criteria and how this works but I am so happy that we can do 

this for you! 
 

Training  
The training program has been sent out and can I ask that you have a 

look and book on to some courses as it is really important for your 
development as well as coming together with a cup of tea and biscuit! 

 



 

Foster Carer Forum dates 
Please see below the dates for foster carer forums we are putting 

on in the next few months 
 

    Portsmouth (Cams Mill)                        Wokingham (Oakingham Belle) 
              Tues 5th April                                                     Mon 21st March 
              Tues 3rd May                                                        Wed 20th April 
              Wed 8th June                                                       Mon 16th May 
              Tues 5th July                                                       Wed 22nd June 
                                                                                    Tues 12th July  

        

                                           Bournemouth  
                         (The Bridge House – Ferndown)  
                                              28th March 
                                              25th April 
                                              23rd May  
 

It will be great to see you at these as it can be helpful in creating and 
further developing support networks and to talk and share experiences 

Please feel free to attend any and as many as you like! 

 
Meet the Team and Recruitment Event 

25th March – Cams Hall – 10am - 1pm 
 

There have been changes in the team and as some of you 
have said it would be a good idea to have an opportunity to 

meet the team.  
I also want to continue to grow as a region and want to 

encourage potential new foster carers. We will be doing a 
leaflet drop and advertising on social media, but it would be 

great if you could spread the word through friends and 
support networks as the power of your voices is truly 

powerful and inspirational!  
 

And please remember, if you refer someone and they get 
through panel you will get £500 

Then once they are caring for a young person you will get 
another £500  

 

If an already approved foster carer transfer over to Fusion 
then this amount doubles 



 
 

Health and Education Passports  
 

I am aware that you have been completing these (So 
thank you!) and I wanted to give you the current themes 
coming out of them so you can see how as a team we use 

this information 
 

• ‘Good’ or ‘Better’ attitude to learning has increased by 11% 
since the first cycle 

• 91% of foster carers gave high quality examples of having 
aspirations for their looked after children 

• Attainment in KS3 has increased – 
o 7% in English 
o 17% in Maths 

 
What can we work on? 

• Advocate for children in their educational setting 
• Think about what aspirations you have for our foster children 
• Foster carers feel training in Healthy social media and internet 

use and also in Mental Health are important 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
Call an Ambulance for Reuben…! 

A story of a boy (Now adult!), a motorbike and a lamp post!  
 

Now some of you will know Reuben who lives with John and Heather. 
Reuben recently turned 18 and bought himself a motorbike. On a cold and 
wet evening Reuben came off his motorbike and hit a lamp post. Reuben 

suffered some serious injuries to his spine, heart and pelvis (To name but a 
few!). After being very worried about Reuben we are all glad to say that 
after 2 operations and some time in hospital he has recoved well and is 
back recouperating with John and Heather. I have seen the scars and 

heard the story and Reuben is very lucky as we all are to have him still 
with us! There is still some recovering to go but Reuben’s doing well! 

A massive thank you to all the medical staff who helped Reuben, to John 
and Heather for the support they have offered him, to Reuben’s friends 
who have been there for him and finally to Reuben for staying positive, 

wearing the correct protective clothing and crashing in a way that didn’t 
injure him any more than he did!!! 

 



 
Achievements 

 

Over the past couple of months there have been 2 foster 
carers who have been with Fusion for 10 years! Yes, 10 years! 
A huge thank you and congratulations to Trish and Dave and 

Heather and John 
 

The team and I have thoroughly enjoyed working with you 
and coming along for the journey with you.  

A huge thank you and well done!  
 

Young person H with Sarah and Mike Hancock has just 
achieved great results in his mock exams – Well Done! 

 

So…. To finish….! 
 

A busy time after Christmas for all. The team and I have enjoyed 
being able to see yourselves face to face and hope to do more and 

more of such events! 
 

I see the number of referrals coming in every day and I know that 
if we got more incredible carers like yourselves, we could help 

more vulnerable children - So please spread the word 
 
 

I watch what is going on in Ukraine with great 
sadness and hope that the war ends as soon as 

possible, I cannot truly understand how it must feel 
to have your life turned upside down like that 

 
 

Stay in touch! 
 

Ben and the team 


